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Outdoor Learning in the Early Years

• Outdoor learning principles underpin the Early Years 
Outdoor Curriculum at Northwood.

• Well planned and well resourced outdoor play 
experiences allow for progression in a child’s 
thinking and understanding. These can provide the 
context in which these principles become the reality 
for all our children.

• It allows and encourages children to relive their 
experiences through their most natural channel –
movement. – Movement is one of the four vehicles 
through which children can learn. The others are 
play, talk and sensory experiences.



Northwood Primary School:
The Recycled Garden







The benefits for our youngest children had 
been outstanding, so why would we stop 
there…?



To enrich children’s education and wellbeing 
through experiences and skills that make full use 
of the school grounds, enabling them to be more 
confident, self-assured and productive citizens



Dirty Teaching – Juliet Robertson 

• It is an umbrella term which covers every type of 
learning experience which happens outdoors

• Making the most of nature-using the weather, 
seasons, space and freedom, the landscape 
(urban/wild or somewhere in between)

• Regardless of where the learning takes place-the 
quality of the experience is the best that it can be 
and is authentic, meaningful and relevant to the 
children

• It is about making the most of any place or space
outside of the traditional school walls



Up-skilling staff on strategies 
for learning outside of the 

classroom.
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Children with complex additional needs



Northwood’s Recovery 
Curriculum

We are very aware that the COVID-19 pandemic has had a 
devastating effect. Research suggests that each day, 70,000 
young people and 20,000 adults are currently estimated to not 
be benefitting from outdoor learning experiences. Our children 
have missed out on experiences with their classmates 
developing resilience, self-motivation and hope alongside their 
curriculum needs. That is why we have planned and prioritised 
opportunities for outdoor learning for all of our pupils as they 
return to school.
This is an ongoing 
Curriculum.
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