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Outdoor Learning in the Early Years

« Qutdoor learning principles undngin the Early Years
Outdoor Curriculum at Northwood.

« Well planned and well resourced outdoor play
experiences allow for progression in a child’s
thinking and understanding. These can provide the

context in which these principles become the reality
for all our children.

« It allows and encourages children to relive their L e e AR
experiences through their most natural channel — = e
movement. — Movement is one of the four vehicles s et e ==
through which children can learn. The others are
play, talk and sensory experiences.
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The benefits for our youngest children had
been outstanding, so why would we stop
here...?




To enrich children’s education and wellbeing
through experiences and skills that make full use
of the school grounds, enabling them to be more
lve citizens




Dirty Teaching — Juliet Robertson

« Itis an umbrella term which covers every type of

learning experience which happens outdoors
-+ Making the most of nature-using the weather,
y DIRTY seasons, space and freedom, the landscape

(urban/wild or somewhere in between)
T E A c H I N G Regardless of where the learning takes place-the
_ ‘ quality of the experience is the best that it can be
A Beginner’s Guide to
Learning Qutdoors

and is authentic, meaningful and relevant to the
| children

L o It is about making the most of any place or space
Ry i ¢ outside of the traditional school walls

JULIET ROBERTSON .
I'ma teacher, get &
me QUTSIDE here! i
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Up-skilling staff on strategies
for learning outside of the
classroom.

Wilderness schooling: Five steps to success

Wilderness

Schooling

“There are three teachers
of children: adults, other The environment is

children, and their physical .
e L The Third Teacher.

- Loris Malaguzzi
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The Willow Wall

The Willow Wall was designed to be a multi-functional cutdoor arca.

Thiz arca i locoted to the left of the school building; cccessible from the gates at the side
entrance or from the ployground wia the Early Years Qutdoor Classroom.

The Willoaw Wall Boonuneps:

+  The Fire Pit
+  Growing Tyre Horb Sorden
«  Bug Walk

“  Hedgehog Habitat

+  Seating Arcc

A A

At the Willow Wall, you coudd:

* Use the Fire Pit to daliver lcaming
linked to your topic e.g. (History-The
Breat Fire of London, etc.)

* Usc the Firg Pit to conduct
storytalling linked to Core Arcas or
the Wider Curriculum

* Usg the Fire Pit to teach basic <kills
c.g. fire safety, cocking etc

T T AR L R A

UTD0OR

’

Addriiongl Brsorord donk:

Infermation linked fo firo cn be found here
Bhusckcly Foces -
Lﬂ-:-r-.l" - poh g by FE
ersparutiont
Thee Fored® School Traning Compary-

cf the classroom.

TAARIC TARJT:

Remember o ALWAYS hove a Risk Assessment
|prior o startieg a firs (this will includs o dynamic
risk assessment, sofety distances, first oid etc.)

A teemplate fior this con be found hers: (irsert file
path on MW system)

Adequote preparation needs to socur BEFORE
starting the fire .. clear the area-the whols firs

pit area neads to b free from hazords to owid
trips, impacts ord spillages. particularty i hat
Food or liguid is being trarsported

T# in doubt, please corsult 5. Sarderson







Simple
Unexpected
Concrete
Credible
£motional

Stories

Successes

.

aking learning ’Js'ticky’

A

(Chip & Dan Heath'=Made to'Stick 2007)
»3?'AiK5i "
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Northwood’s Recovery

Curriculum

We are very aware that the COVID-19 pandemic has had a
devastating effect. Research suggests that each day, 70,000
young people and 20,000 adults are currently estimated to not
be benefitting from outdoor learning experiences. Our children
have missed out on experiences with their classmates
developing resilience, self-motivation and hope alongside their
curriculum needs. That is why we have planned and prioritised
opportunities for outdoor learning for all of our pupils as they
return to school. .- —

This is an ongoing
Curriculum.

Growing Success through Northwood’s
Recovery Curriculum

Supporting children to develop socially and emotionally when they
return to Northwood following lockdown.

The staff at Northwood are fully commited to the 5 Recovery
Lenses and will work hard to plan and develop the full recovery
curriculum in order to instil a sense of belonging again for our

pupils, and to allow them to flourish in all areas of the curriculum.




Any guestions?
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